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Executive Summary 
The Idaho Chapter of the National Association of Realtors received a grant in early 2017 to “support 
communities in advancing the work towards more walkable, livable places”. Working with the City of 
Boise, the Orchard St corridor was identified as a location of interest that could be studied. The Idaho 
Chapter of NAR has contracted with Blue Zones, an international company focused on extending human 
life through creating livable communities, to complete a walkability analysis of the Orchard Corridor on 
July 25th and 26th. During the work session, representative from Blue Zones will present their findings 
to the Commission including some options for enhancing the walkability of the corridor. 
 
Facts and Findings 
The two day corridor analysis is expected to include the following activities: 

- Site tour 
- City Council presentation 
- Specific meetings with businesses and neighbors along the corridor 
- A walk audit with neighborhood participants  

 
While ACHD staff is not directly involved in the organization or planning of this event, Staff will be 
meeting with representatives from Blue Zones to provide input into the project. 
 
More information on the Blue Zone Project can be found at https://bluezones.com/services/blue-zones-
project/#section-1.  
 
Fiscal Implications 
As presented, ACHD expects this effort to identify potential options for improving walkability along the 
Orchard corridor. This independent study does not commit ACHD to any activity; however, options 
identified could be prioritized for future consideration through the Integrated Five-Year Work Plan. 
 
Policy Implications 
On May 27, 2009, the ACHD Commission adopted its Complete Streets Policy and Livable Streets Design 
Guide. These guiding documents provide input into the types of facilities that should be provided for all 
users on all ACHD streets. Any recommendations coming out of this effort should be evaluated in light of 
these Commission adopted policies and guidance. 
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